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ABOUT THE PLAY
Nicholas Spagnoletti’s award-winning 
London Road is a compassionate, heart-
warming and funny tale about the unlikely 
friendship between two women from 
diverse backgrounds.
 
Piecing together a series of snapshot 
moments, London Road takes a glimpse 
into the personal lives of two women 
dealing with Aids, Alzheimers, scattered 
families, absent men and the changing 
neighbourhood they both call home to 
create a humorous and enriching tale of 
survival. Director Lara Bye describes the 
story as “...a simple and intimate reflection 
on growing old, loneliness, fragmented 
families and the healing power of 
friendship.” 

Since its premiere at the Kalk Bay Theatre 
in March 2010, London Road has won the 
2010 Standard Bank Golden Ovation award 
for Theatre at the National Arts Festival and 
three Fleur du Cap awards, including Best 
Actress, Best Supporting Actress and Best 
New South African Play in 2010.

In 2006/7, London Road received the 
runner-up prize as well as the Audience 
Choice Award at the NLDTF/PANSA Festival 
of Contemporary Theatre Readings at the 
Intimate Theatre, Cape Town. Following 
this, London Road was invited to another 
reading at the Baxter Theatre a year later. 
Nicholas Spagnoletti was then approached 
to present a full production of the play at 
the Kalk Bay Theatre for a five week run, 
followed by a three week extension at the 
Fugard Theatre.

London Road has toured extensively 
since then, performing at several festivals: 
the National Arts Festival, Grahamstown 
(2010); Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees, 
Outdshoorn (2011); Old Mutual Theatre on 
the Square, Johannesburg; The National 
Arts Festival, Grahamstown (2011) and the 
Hilton Arts Festival, KZN (2011).

This run marks the return of London Road 
to the Fugard Theatre.



AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION
London Road is the product of eight or 
nine happy years living in Sea Point. One of 
the many little incidents that got me writing 
it was a comment made to me in a bar in 
Observatory. Someone I’d just met asked 
me where I lived. 

‘Sea Point,’ I said.
‘Are you Jewish?’
‘No …’
‘Okay,’ he said, ‘so you’re gay, then?’
‘What makes you say that?’ I asked.
‘Because you don’t look Nigerian!’

This little exchange got me thinking about 
Sea Point as the Jewish/gay/Nigerian 
quarter of Cape Town. I’d recently met 
someone who inspired the character of 
Stella. She lived in the neighbouring block 
of flats, and I saw her quite often and spoke 
to her when I bumped into her. Going 
about your daily business in the streets 
and shops of Sea Point, you can’t help but 
encounter many Rosas. So I decided to 
use these two Sea Point stereotypes as the 
starting point for this play, but to disrupt 

the clichés, to surprise the audience with 
the true humanity of the characters. The 
plot emerged quite naturally as the events 
that might need to occur in order for these 
two people to form a friendship.

The world, South Africa and Sea Point 
have changed since the first draft in 2006. 
We witnessed the horrific xenophobic 
riots, and so we realised, when it came 
to rehearsals in 2010, that Stella was no 
longer likely to be wearing traditional 
Nigerian dress; she’d be dressed to blend 
in – maybe in jeans, a T-shirt, or a ‘Western’ 
dress. There was the advent of the movie 
District 9 with what some saw as the 
shameful negative view South Africans 
hold of Nigerians as criminals. The property 
boom and subsequent recession have had 
a gentrifying effect on Sea Point – many 
‘Rest of Africa’ immigrants who a few years 
ago lived in Sea Point now find themselves 
in areas like Salt River and Maitland. The 
long-awaited government acceptance of 
antiretroviral treatment finally came. These 
things have all necessitated some small but 
critical changes to the text.

Nicholas Spagnoletti 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE
What an incredible and very blessed 
journey we have all had with this show. It 
was a year and half ago that Simon Cooper 
first produced London Road at the Kalk Bay 
Theatre. Prior to that, Nicholas and I had 
worked on bringing the play to life through 
the PANSA playwriting competition and 
then through a rehearsed reading hosted 
by Mannie Manim at the Baxter Theatre. 
And here we are, for a second season, at 
the glorious Fugard Theatre. 

As a director, I select to work on projects 
that move me in some way: a story I become 
obsessed with, a theme that resonates, or 
a company of people I have been waiting 
to work with. With London Road it was the 
characters and their situation. The almost 
nothing-ness that happens, the routine of 
domestic rituals – tea and walks and feeding 
birds and the evening sherry and playing 
cards – only provide an ordinary surface to 
the play. It is the underneath, the interior 
life at the heart of the piece – fundamental 
loneliness and that need for connection that 
drives almost every action – which makes it 
so very moving and so resonant. In Durban, 
Grahamstown, Joburg and Cape Town, the 
story and characters of Stella and Rosa have 
touched audiences. 

The writing and my direction are, however, 
but two strands to the story. It is in the 
performances of Robyn and Ntombi that 
the true magic of this production lies. Their 
honesty, complicity, commitment to each 
other on stage and the deep love they have 
for their characters is palpable and we are 
very fortunate to have the two of them. 
During initial rehearsal improvisations they 
intensively researched their characters, 
bringing many idiomatic expressions and 
speech patterns to the script.  Most of 
the Nigerian speech details were brought 
to rehearsals by Ntombi and Robyn drew 
on her years in Sea Point – and the special 
affinity she has with little old ladies – to 
bring so much spice and specificity to Rosa. 

Once again I would like to thank – with much 
love and gratitude – Simon Cooper for 
his ongoing commitment to independent 
theatre makers in Cape Town. Thanks also 
to Nicholas and Edward for all of their 
support and care and I wish them great 
success with their new restaurant. Thank 
you to the management of the Fugard 
Theatre for hosting us in the beautiful 
new Studio Theatre this return season to 
Cape Town. Performing at the Fugard last 
year was a highlight for the company and 
we feel very privileged and excited to be 
invited back. 

I am always in awe of the collaborations 
that make up the theatre experience and 
we are very blessed to have had the most 
wonderful creative and technical team. 
Thanks to our lighting designer, Faheem 
Bardien, who created such tender portraits 
and helped with my vision of creating 
a world of tiny intimate snapshots and 
vignettes of two lives. Thanks also to our 
set and costume designer, Craig Leo, for 
our beautiful minimalist set which supports 
my vision of a theatre of suggestion and 
pared down simplicity and to our company 
manager, the one and only Jon Keevy. 

Thank you guys!
Lara Bye
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LARA BYE
DIRECTOR

Durban born director Lara Bye launched her 
career in Cape Town after studying at the 
Lecoq Theatre School in Paris and travelling 
and working for three years with different 
companies in Havana, Barcelona and Paris.

She is currently in pre-production for her 
fourth  opera for the Wagner Society, the 
Donizetti comic opera Viva La Mama. 
This will premiere in February 2012 at 
the Artscape Theatre. During 2011 Lara 
has been lecturing at the UCT Drama 
Department, running the physical theatre 
classes for second and third year students 
as well as embarking on a Master’s Degree 
in Theatre Making. She started the year with 
a production of Wagner’s opera The Flying 
Dutchman on the Artscape Opera Stage, 
produced by the Wagner Society. London 
Road has continued to tour the country, 
winning a variety of prestigious awards 
including the Golden Ovation Award for 
Best Fringe Theatre Production at the 
2010 NAF. For the Grahamstown Main 
Festival this year, she directed a refreshed 
staging of the 1980s American play ‘Night, 
Mother with Sandra Prinsloo, this toured in 
Afrikaans as Nag, Ma.

Recently, also for the Wagner society, 
Lara directed La Scala Di Seta - a comic 
opera by Rossini. Her first opera, La Serva 
Padrona was nominated Best Director and 
Best Musical Production at the KKNK.

Lara directed the award-winning American 
drama Yellowman for the KKNK. Yellowman 
won a KANNA Award for Best Production 
at the KKNK and was invited to perform in 
the Netherlands as well as at Aardklop, the 
Hilton Festival, the Baxter Theatre and the 
Market Theatre. 

NICHOLAS SPAGNOLETTI
WRITER

Nicholas Spagnoletti graduated from the 
University of Cape Town with a Humanities 
degree in 2000. He performed with the 
popular Theatresports improvisational 
group, playing to audiences in Cape Town 
and also touring with them. London Road, 
his first produced play, received a 2010 
Fleur du Cap award for Best New South 
African Play. His next play, Special Thanks 
to Guests From Afar, is to be presented 
at Artscape next spring. Nicholas is 
an experienced open-source software 
developer. Together with partner Edward 
he runs a small IT business and they are also 
opening Alexander Bar & Café in Strand 
Street in December 2011. He is a long-time 
resident of Sea Point, where London Road is set.



As part of the Spier Infecting the City 
Festival in 2008, Lara collaborated on an 
outdoor performance event in Thibault 
Square.

In 2007 she directed two highly successful 
and critically acclaimed comedies at the 
KKNK: Die Vrou Wat Haar Man Gekook, 
and Is Almal Dan Fokken Volmaak?  She 
also directed Mike Van Graan’s Bafana 
Republic and Beklesh, an Afrikaans 
Vaudeville show for the International 
Comedy Festival. She co-directed Medeia 
in 2005 and Orpheus in 2006 with Brett 
Bailey and Third World Bunfight for the 
Spier Summer Season. 

Other recent highlights include: I, Claudia, 
Iago’s Last Dance, Jesus Hopped The 
“A” Train, The Government Inspector, 
Bethesda Moon, A Place With The Pigs, 
for colored girls who have considered 
suicide when the rainbow is enuf and the 
physical theatre production of The Comical 
Tragedy, for which she won a Best Young 
Director award.

Lara started The Play Ground series of 
performed play readings with Mannie 
Manim at the Baxter Theatre, directing, 
amongst other productions, The Lesson by 
Ionesco and The Dumb Waiter by Harold 
Pinter.

Lara is regularly invited to run workshops 
in actor training, comic book style 
performance, chorus work, movement 
and theatre style.  A lifetime highlight was 
being Mademoiselle Lullaby, the bareback 
horse rider in the Dream Circus.  As an 
actress, Lara is best known for her work in 
The Vagina Monologues.



ROBYN SCOTT
ROSA

Robyn graduated from The University 
of Cape Town in 1995 with a Performer’s 
Diploma in Speech and Drama. She has 
worked across television, theatre, film 
and musical theatre as well as being an 
experienced voice artist.
 
Her acclaimed role in Elizabeth I, directed 
by Christopher Weare, earned her two FNB 
Vita Awards – for Best Actress and Best 
Newcomer – and a recent 2009 Fleur du 
Cap nomination for Best Actress.
 
Her many theatre performances include 
Dotty in Noises Off, Maria in Twelfth Night, 
Lady Macduff and the porter in Macbeth, 
Rosie in Dancing at Lughnasa and Perdita 
in The Winter’s Tale.

Musical Theatre credits include The Witch 
in Into the Woods, Mrs Hannigan in Annie 
and Madame Proskovia in The Merry 
Widow. Robyn did the Hong King China 
tour of High School Musical as Miss Darbus 
and she won the Fleur de Cap for Best 
Actress 2010 for London Road.



NTOMBI MAKHUTSHI
STELLA

Multilingual Ntombi Makhutshi graduated 
from the University of Cape Town drama 
school, having also studied at New Africa 
Theatre.

At the prestigious Fleur du Cap theatre 
awards, Ntombi has been nominated for 
the Most Promising Student Award (2007) 
and has won Best Supporting Actress for 
her role as Stella in London Road.

Her most recent theatre credits include 
Iago’s Last Dance by Mike van Graan and 
directed by Lara Bye and Good Will Acting, 
improvised and directed by Megan Furniss. 
Ntombi Makhutshi was also working 
behind the scenes this year, assisting Yvette 
Hardie in directing The Ogreling which 
was nominated for an Ovation Award at 
the Grahamstown Festival. Ntombi can 

also be seen travelling around the country 
performing in The Phambili Roadshow, an 
industrial theatre piece for Engen. 

Besides acting on stage, Ntombi Makhutshi 
does many cameo roles for television, 
including shows such as Stokvel, Transito 
and Land of Thirst. She made her film debut 
in Disgrace, playing Petrus’ young wife 
alongside John Malkovich and Eric Ebony. 
Recently she made a cameo appearance 
in the award-winning South African film 
Skoonheid. 

In her spare time, Ntombi volunteers to 
help many young and upcoming artists. She 
also teaches and mentors a group of young 
female community performers.



ERIC ABRAHAM
PRODUCER

Eric Abraham is a South African-born film, 
television and theatre producer. He is best 
known for producing the Academy Award 
winning film Kolya (Best Foreign Language 
Film 1996) and the highly acclaimed family 
film adaptation of Roald Dahl’s Danny, The 
Champion Of The World, starring Jeremy 
Irons and a host of British stars. 

His West End and London stage credits 
include: Hugh Whitemore’s adaptation of 
Luigi Pirandello’s As You Desire Me with 
Kristin Scott Thomas and Bob Hoskins; 
Christopher Hampton’s Embers with 
Jeremy Irons; 2008 Olivier Award-winning 
The Magic Flute /Impempe Yomlingo 
(Crystal Globe for Best Opera, Paris); 
Athol Fugard’s The Train Driver (Fugard 
and Hampstead Theatres), Athol Fugard’s 
The Bird Watchers (Fugard Theatre) and 
the West End transfer of Clybourne Park 
(Olivier Award: Best Play 2010) by Bruce 
Norris at the Wyndham Theatre earlier this 
year. Eric Abraham produced Arthur Miller’s 
Broken Glass starring Sir Antony Sher.

He commissioned and underwrote the 
Fugard Theatre, becoming its Founding 
Producer.

THE FUGARD THEATRE
Founding Producer  Eric Abraham
General Manager  Daniel Galloway
Executive Advisor  Ginny Volbrecht
Financial Manager Stephen Sacks
Production
Manager  Jaco Nothnagel
Theatre and 
Production 
Administrator  Lamees Albertus
Hospitality and 
Events 
Coordinator  Greg Karvellas
Front of House 
Manager  Iris Bolton
Box Office
Manager Ingrid Stemmert
Resident Stage 
Manager  Mathew Lewis
Publicity  Gilly Hemphill 
 for The Famous 
 Idea Trading Company

Financial Executive  Christian Husum
Office Assistant
Intern  Shayna Gleave
Building Care 
Team  Tania Florence, 
 Devetia George, 
 Sulaiman Jabaar



FRIENDS OF THE FUGARD
Join our mailing list to be the first to hear 
our news on upcoming productions and 
events, as well as to qualify for specials and 
early bird discounts. Complete a “Friends 
of the Fugard” form (available in the foyer), 
visit our website at www.thefugard.com or 
e-mail lamees@thefugard.com.

FUGARD FEST OF COMEDY
Sensational funny man Alan Committie 
hosts a star-studded comedy line-up in the 
Fugard Theatre’s very first Fugard fest of 
Comedy! Alan will be joined by Rob Van 
Vuuren, Carmen Maarman and Jo Galloway 
as they take a hilarious, madcap look at 
2011. Every night they will be joined by 
local guest comedians Mark Banks, Riaad 
Moosa and Stuart Taylor.
 
29 November – 17 December.

Full schedule and details available on 
thefugard.com

COMING SOON
WORLD OPERA AND BALLET SEASON
The Fugard Theatre Bioscope is proud to be 
in partnership with The Royal Opera House, 
The Royal Ballet Company in London and 
The Bolshoi Ballet Company in Moscow to 
bring exclusively to Cape Town audiences 
some of the world’s finest opera and ballet. 
These state of the art presentations will be 
screened in full high definition and surround 
sound on a specially installed cinema screen. 
Audiences can look forward to enjoying the 
comfort of the Fugard Theatre Bioscope in 
the heart of historic District Six. 

26 & 27 Nov 2011 Tosca  
Opera: Puccini

10 & 11 Dec 2011 Giselle
Ballet: Petipa

17 & 18 Dec 2011 Swan Lake 
Ballet: Bolshoi

Full schedule and details available on 
thefugard.com

SUPPORT THE FUGARD
The Fugard Theatre relies on our audience 
as an integral part of our sustained success. 
If you would like to know about sponsorship 
and donation options, please contact 
Daniel Galloway on daniel@thefugard.com 
or on 021 461 4572.
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